
INTESTACY RULES  

         YES   .  .  .    
.
.

Is there a surviving
spouse or civil partner ?

.   .   .   .  NO
.
.

YES
.
.

Spouse/Partner and
no other relatives ?

Are there children ? YES All of
children
in equal 
shares

NO

Everything to 
spouse/partner

NO
.
.

Is there a parent ? YES All to 
parents
equally

.

Spouse/Partner
and children 

Spouse/Partner gets all 
personal items, £250K (£125K 
if death before 1.2.09) & ½ 
balance for life

.
NO
.
.
.

YES

NO
.
.

Children to receive ½ balance 
& other ½ when 
spouse/partner dies

Brothers & Sisters or 
nieces/nephews ?

YES All to them 
equally

NO

      YES  .   .
.
.

Spouse/Partner no 
children but 
parent(s) ? 

(regardless of 
brothers/sisters)

 
½ blood brothers or 

sisters/nieces/nephews
YES All to them 

equally

               .
Spouse/Partner 
gets all personal 

items, £450K 
(£200K pre 

1.2.09) & ½ the 
balance 

outright; other 
½ to parent(s)

.

.
NO
.
.
.
.
.

NO
.
.
.
.
.

Grandparents ? YES All to them 
equally

       YES  .   .    
         .
         .

Spouse/Partner, no 
children, no parents 

but brothers or 
sisters ?

NO
.
.
.

Spouse/Partner gets all personal 
items, £450K (£200K 

pre.1.2.09) & ½ the balance 
outright.  Other ½ divided 

between siblings

Uncles, Aunties
or

Cousins ?

YES All to them 
equally

NO

½ blood Uncles, 
Aunties or Cousins ?

YES All to them 
equally

NO

None of the above YES
To Crown or 

Duchy of 
Lancaster or 

Duchy of 
Cornwall
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